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Board of Education Minutes 
Wichita Public Schools · USD 259 

Wichita, Kansas 
May 18, 2020 

 
Roll Call The Board of Education of Unified School District No. 259, Sedgwick 

County, Kansas, met in special session in the School Service Center 
Training Room, 3850 N. Hydraulic, Wichita, Kansas, at approximately 
12 p.m., on May 18, 2020, with President Sheril Logan presiding. 

Present: Ben Blankley, Julie Hedrick*, Ernestine Krehbiel*,  
Sheril Logan, Stan Reeser, and Ron Rosales*. 

Absent: Mike Rodee. 

*Participating by conference call. 
Historical Background Pursuant authority granted by Governor Laura Kelly’s State of Disaster 

Emergency Declaration concerning the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
Board of Education’s concern for the health and safety of the public, 
staff and members of the Board of Education, the public and news 
media did not attend this BOE meeting. 

Moment of Silence/Pledge 
of Allegiance 

The business portion of the meeting opened with a moment of silence 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Comments by Board 
President Sheril Logan 

President Sheril Logan said the Board will be conducting a special 
meeting of the Board of Education. Official business will be conducted 
during this meeting. Pursuant to authority granted by Governor Kelly’s 
latest state of disaster declaration and Kansas Administrative 
Regulation 16-20-1, as with the last several meetings of the Board 
Education, today’s meeting will be conducted in an unusual manner. 
No members of the public are present.  

This meeting is available to be viewed by the public in the following 
ways:  

1. The Board meeting will be shared live via WPS-TV on Cox Cable 
Channel 20, on the district’s website at 
www.usd259.org/wpstvonline, or by searching “WPS-TV” on the 
livestream app for phone, Roku and Apple TV;  

2. Following the conclusion of today’s meeting, this meeting will be 
available on the Wichita Public Schools YouTube channel; and  

3. It will also be rebroadcast on WPS-TV Cox Cable Channel 20, 
and online at WPS-TV 10 times per week. The rebroadcast 
schedule is available on the web site, www.usd259.org/boe. 

In summary, President Logan said the Board intends to conduct its 
meetings in compliance with the Kansas Open Meetings Act and in a 
way that protects the safety and health of the public, staff, and Board 
members. 

  
Consent: Disposal of 
Routine Business 

Mr. Reeser (Mr. Blankley) moved the Board of Education approve the 
following items of routine business. 

The motion passed 6-0, with Board member Mike Rodee noted 
absent. 

Treasury Warrants:  
April 2020  

Appendix 1 

Board approval. 

http://www.usd259.org/wpstvonline
http://www.usd259.org/boe
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Monthly Finance Report:  
April 2020 

Appendix 2 

This is a monthly report to the Board on the budget and finances of the 
district. The report is provided for the Board’s information. No action is 
requested. 

Purchasing Consent  

Appendix 3 
Board approval. 

Summary 

Description of 
products/services 

Amount Responsible Party 

1. Nutrition Services 
Enterprise Resource 
Planning Software – 
Annual 

  $227,000.00   Fabian 
Armendariz 

2. Food – April 2020 $50,685.80 Fabian 
Armendariz 

3. Supply Warehouse Stock 
– April 2020 

$25,487.81 Fabian 
Armendariz 

 

BOE Meeting Minutes for 
May 4, 2020  

Appendix 4 

Board approval. 

Legal Services: Fleeson, 
Gooing, Coulson & Kitch, 
LLC and McDonald Tinker PA 

Authorize payment for legal services and expenses for Civil Litigation 
and Worker’s Compensation under the school district’s self-insured 
programs for April 2020 in the amount of $25,110.53 to Fleeson, 
Gooing, Coulson & Kitch, LLC and the amount of $9,706.77 to 
McDonald Tinker PA. 

Legal Services:  
Bever & Dye, LC 

Authorize payment for legal services and expenses for Employee 
Benefits under the school district’s self-insured programs in the 
amount of $34,632.50 to Bever & Dye, LC. 

2020-21 Building Crisis Plan 
Template (Annual) 

Appendix 5  

Approve the 2020-21 Building Crisis Plan template.   

The Building Crisis Plan template serves as a tool to provide building 
crisis teams a framework to develop their crisis plans. The Building 
Crisis Plan template is reviewed and revised on a yearly basis. This 
review and revision is completed with the input of members of the 
District Crisis Team and suggestions from principals. The 2020-21 
Building Crisis Plan template meets the criteria outlined in Standard #5 
of the Kansas State Department of Education Safe and Secure 
Standards published in December 2018. 

Class of 2020 Graduation 
Ceremonies 

Approve payments to Intrust Bank Arena and Century II for the Class 
of 2020 July Graduations in an amount not to exceed $50,000. 

Due to COVID-19, original plans for Graduation were moved from May 
to July and also required a change in vendor due to conflicts with 
dates. Class of 2020 Graduations are proposed to be set for July 25 
and 26 at Intrust Bank Arena and July 25 at Century II. Our 2020 
Seniors graduate from high school and are issued a credit-based 
diploma when students have met the requirements for graduation 
established by the Board of Education. 

East High School Auxiliary 
Gym Floor 

Authorize an amount not to exceed $163,900 to Reconstruction 
Services to perform remediation and repair work to the East High 
School auxiliary gym floor. 

East High School Auxiliary 
Gym Ceiling 

Authorize an amount not to exceed $137,500 with Reconstruction 
Services to perform remediation work on the ceiling of the East High 
auxiliary gym. 
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Finance  
Budget Report Chief Financial Officer Susan Willis updated the Board on the budget. 

After Governor Laura Kelly closed school buildings on March 17th, the 
district rapidly adapted to provide continuous learning opportunities for 
students. By late April, the novel Coronavirus pandemic had 
significantly impacted the U.S. economy. Based on state revenue 
forecasts, the district temporarily paused most expenditures. Currently, 
the district has released 2019-20 budgets for necessary year-end 
expenditures. 

As reported during the regular Board of Education meeting on May 4th, 
the district’s Budget staff are preparing multiple budget scenarios for 
2020-21. The district faces a potential budget shortfall of up to $34 
million next year. A mid-year reduction in state aid appears to be more 
likely than an aid reduction at beginning of the fiscal year. Mid-year 
reductions, known as allocations, are challenging because: 

1. The district has limited Contingency Reserve to use in an 
emergency.  

2. The district enters into many annual contracts and purchases at 
the beginning of the school year. 

3. Over 70% of all wages are earned by the end of February. 

The district has an extremely low Contingency Reserve related to its 
budget. According to the July 2018 Kansas State Department of 
Education (KSDE) Defined Cash Balance Percentage report of all 
districts, USD 259 had a 8.64% cash balance – among the lowest in 
Kansas.  

The district’s goal is to prepare for the possibility of mid-year budget 
cuts by accumulating $25-$30 million in the Contingency Reserve 
through 2019-20 year-end savings in utilities, fuel, and other budget 
lines. The Human Resources office is hiring replacement staff for 
certified positions while limiting recruiting of other positions. 

USD 259 will receive $17.3 million in federal CARES Act stimulus 
funds, with 12 categories of allowable uses. School districts are 
required to allocate CARES funds to critical supplies and services 
needed to respond to the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. Districts 
expect robust federal oversight and reporting requirements, with 
separate tracking of CARES funds from other funds. A special 
condition of the CARES Act is that districts will continue to pay 
employees and contractors during the period of any disruptions to the 
greatest extent practicable. Currently, USD 259 is considering the use 
of CARES Act funds for Personal Protection Equipment (PPE), 
cleaning supplies, technology needs, continuous learning, the 2021 
summer school program, and other student support services. 

The budget timeline is as follows: 

June: KSDE releases 2020-21 budget forms.  
          2019-20 fiscal year ends. 

July: Board of Education has its first review of the 2020-21 budget. 

August 10: Board approves publication of notice of budget hearing. 

August 24: Board adopts budget.  

The complete presentation is in the archival copies of this BOE 
Agenda and Minutes. This item provided an opportunity for the Board’s 
information and discussion. 
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Miscellaneous  
Announcement of time and 
location for BOE Meeting on 
June 1, 2020 

Board President Sheril Logan announced that the Board meeting 
scheduled for June 1, 2020 will be held at noon in the School Service 
Center Training Room, 3850 N. Hydraulic. 

Adjournment Mr. Blankley (Mr. Reeser) moved the meeting adjourn. 

The motion passed 6-0, with Board member Mike Rodee noted 
absent. 

At approximately 12:49 p.m., the meeting adjourned. 
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